Joint-Stock Company:

Joint-Stock Companies were business organizations where multiple investors had partial ownership, and these owners shared the company’s profits amongst themselves. Joint-stock companies began influencing colonial America in the late 1500s. Since the English crown did not want to invest money into a colony that could potentially fail, joint-stock companies founded many early colonies. Businesspeople were then sent to the colonies in order to get the companies a larger profit. This is important because joint-stock companies created many successful colonies that impacted America’s future and the future of European powers as well. Also, joint-stock companies evolved into more modern-day business corporations.
Separatists:

Separatists were Puritans who wanted the Church of England to get rid of its popish abuses but felt that the church would not do this, so they separated from the Church of England. Many Separatists moved to Holland to escape religious persecution, but soon felt that the Dutch were influencing their children too much. These Separatists decided to sail for America in the early 1600s.They signed the Mayflower Compact and set up the Massachusetts Bay Colony upon arrival in the New World. The Separatists are important because their strict religious beliefs influenced their colony. Also, they were a prime example of why people began coming to the Americas in the first place.
Mayflower Compact:

The Mayflower Compact was a contract signed aboard the Mayflower by male Separatist Puritans in the early 1600s. The Separatists had been blown off course during a storm and ended up landing near Plymouth. Since no one was in control of them because of their location, the Mayflower Compact was signed in order to create a new government based on the consent of the people. The compact itself expressed loyalty to King James and stated that every member of the colony would agree to the rules for the sake of their survival. The Mayflower Compact was important because it was the first written framework of representative government in the colonies.
The Elect:

The Elect were Puritans who had been predetermined by God to be saved and they were complete members of their church. The idea of the Elect came from Calvinists in Europe around the mid-1500s, but the idea spread to the American colonies as well. The process to become a member of the Elect, in other words, a saint, was very difficult. Only members of the Elect were able to vote, join Puritan congregations, and take communion. The Elect are important because they set very high standards for sainthood, and this would be their downfall. In the future generations of Puritans would not go through the pain of becoming a saint. Also, the Elect had power and influenced colonial life.
John Winthrop and “A Model of Christian Charity”:

John Winthrop gave his famous speech, titled, “A Model of Christian Charity” while aboard the ship called the Arabella in the early 1600s. Winthrop and the Separatists were on their way to the future Massachusetts Bay Colony at the time. Winthrop described their new settlement as a “City upon a Hill” and a utopia that would shame England into repenting its church. Winthrop explained that different people could honor God in multiple ways and that the rich and poor could help each other. A common need, according to Winthrop, drew the colonists together. This piety would cause a revival of saints and create a godly community. This is important because the speech set the standards and tome for the colony, causing this colony to be different than the others. The colony was not worried as much about profit and religious idealism was turned into a model community.
Roger Williams:

Roger Williams was an English Protestant theologian in the mid-1600s. He stirred controversy in Massachusetts and he became popular and respected. He was eventually banished for his threatening idea that church and state should be separate. He went on to found the colony of Rhode Island, which became a safe place for people suffering from religious persecution. He also founded the first Baptist Church in North America. Williams is important because he was one of the first to propose religious freedom and the separation of church and state. His banishment also showed the intolerance of Puritans. 
Indentured Servants:

Indentured servants were English immigrants who travelled to the American colonies in hopes of finding work. Many of them crossed the Atlantic between the mid-1600s and early 1700s. In exchange for free passage to the New World, these men and women became unpaid servants for around seven years unless they acquired debt. After paying off their debts, servants were freed and able to start their own families. Many indentured servants worked in the Chesapeake area. Indentured servants were important because farmers needed laborers to work their fields, and servants allowed for more crops to be grown, thus improving the colonies’ economy. Also, indentured servitude helped bring workers to the New World and it led to black African slavery later on.
Half-Way Covenant:

The Half-Way Covenant was formed in the mid-1600s by a convention of clergy and laity members in New England. Many second-generation Puritans did not want to go through the difficult process of becoming a member of the Elect, and because they were not saints their children could not be baptized.  This was a major problem to the first generation of saints, so an agreement was made. The Half-Way Covenant permitted all children of baptized parents to be baptized as well. These half-way members, however, could not take communion or vote. This is important because with the creation of the Half-Way Covenant, the number of saints began to decline. It also signaled the end of the New England Way.
Maryland’s Act for Religious Toleration:

The Act for Religious Toleration was a law drafted by Cecilius Calvert (Lord Baltimore) in the mid-1600s. Before the law, there was tension in Maryland between Catholics and Protestants, which led to arguments over the use of the city’s chapel. The law reinforced the legal rights of the Catholics and also allowed religious groups to practice religion without being persecuted. This was the first law to affirm the liberty of worship; however it was revoked a few years after its creation. This law is important because it inspired later laws dealing with freedom of religion. Also, it showed that Catholics were still disliked and distrusted, but some places were taking steps to get them equal rights.
Bacon’s Rebellion:

Bacon’s Rebellion took place in Virginia in the late 1600s. At that time, tensions between natives and settlers began to rise due to the native’s struggle against their shrinking population while the settlers took more land. Resentment against the governor, William Berkeley, shifted to the natives when the governor’s fur trade profited because of them. Violence ensued, which the governor wanted to solve by building forts to protect people. Many poor farmers disliked this costly option, so they elected Nathaniel Bacon, a councilman, to lead them on an Indian slaughter. Berkeley tried to call Bacon back, resulting in rebels burning Jamestown and causing Berkeley to flee. This is important because it was the first rebellion in the American colonies and because many indentured servants ran away, it led to the use of black African slavery. It also led to the poor economic hindrance of the southern colonies.
